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He had found one of the new men he wanted to serve
him under the dictatorship. Lazitch was soon made
Minister of the Interior.

But in 1929 there was no prospect of failure for
Michailof. He was so powerful that the Bulgarian
government itself dared not interfere with his activities.
Pavelitch and Perchets were impressed. What Michailof
had done they could imitate. They could achieve even
more because Croatia was more vital to the existence
of Jugoslavia than Macedonia. They felt they could
convince the Italians. That was even more important
than any immediate success because the Italians had the
money. As exiles from Jugoslavia they had no means
of subsistence unless the Italians supported them.

So they left Sofia for Varna on the Black Sea coast
and took boat to Stamboul. At Stamboul they trans-
shipped for Athens. At Athens they got on an Italian
ship and sailed for Rome. At Rome they were received
as plenipotentiaries of the Croat people but none the
less secretly. Their arrival was not even observed by
spies. Great secrecy was required and they were not
admitted into the presence of Mussolini. They were
interviewed privately by a number of leading Fascists
who endeavoured to form an estimate of their character.
That Pavelitch was condemned to death in Belgrade
impressed the Italians favourably. The man could
never return to Jugoslavia till the existing regime was
overthrown. That made him secure: he was not likely
to betray Fascist plans. The Serbs must think him
both important and dangerous: they took him seriously.
He had been a member of the Parliament: he was a repre-
sentative man. He might be raised eventually to be
the Duce of a new Fascist state in Croatia. With an
army behind him he might one day make a march on
Zagreb, imitating Mussolini's march on Rome. Both
men were sounded on their Fascist views and expressed
themselves sympathetic. They would do all in their
power to advance Italian policy. It was well under-
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